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hrrtrlitr. \irr Lir tlris vfl r f ,r,l,.
l,osr ir Ihis r.w.1)uj,r\1i. ltc.rg.rr's A,rreri,r,y,rr tLi,,h,L1,,L, l,,r ,,1rl-

book thrt rttcrnrur tterosc it will l)r i hirtrll gui.lc n) r.h;cvci,x.,,r. ll,I i"
hoiv tlic niiddlc class soul, conscnius ol thc lirrl>iddnrg cost of drc hrrrlcovel
bcgins to ratioralizc thc purchise. If therc are r.y doubts in your nind, thel
quickly dissolvc wher on t1r lirst page th.rt opens under your thumb you rerd:
"Dedicated to the memory ofSaadat Hasan Manto, who was nevcr to see any

ofhis work translated dur;ng his lifetime . . ."

Letea you read the stories and are pleased. But either right awry or
during later rereedings you discover thrt you cant always guess whrt the

rvords in the origin.rl rvere. You know the titles ofthe individual stories rnd
you write the original nrmes on the page where it says "Contcnts." But thc
stories themselves, that is to say the languagc of thc original, rhc vords nr
Urdu, cmnot be recovered. Nlemory is failing you. Evcrythnrg around you is

in English. You sperk in your langurge most\ on tlie phonc, rvhcn talking
to relatiaes and friends.The stories thatvcrc to takc you back homc bccomc
remindere of r different complication. That is important, too, this discovery

th?ivon hiv. he.om. i iransl:tod mrn

THE ESSENTIAL HAI(U IAIMEE BENDER

I'd l,ring Robcrt Ha$'s Tne E$eniat Ha;tu.I gne.s the G;deon Bible's presence

here sparked this choice; ifl were to swap it out ofr hotel room,I think these

heikus mighr do very well as a substitute, for ,r raveler groping in a dnwer lor
a l;tt1e insight or comfort. Each poem is a gift ofstilness and awareness, ind
readlng them rnnlly do* calm the mind. Hass highlights three writers in
parri.ular three historicJ masters ofthe form-Basho, Isr, and Buson rnd
they are at times profound, hilarious,.,rnd intcnselyvivid.

Mv friend Chris h'rs quoted tliis Brsho pocm oftcn:

Even in Kyoto
hearing the cuckoos cry,-
I long lor Kyoto

Ard isrt that kind of longnrg I re ri.(lcr ol nnneLhntg;rdplicable xbout
tmvcling and ncmcss and ilso irnriliirirr xn(l sribilityi There are hundreds of
such gcms in this book.

Opposite and pp.26 and 70t Wian Oettme( The Wor oh AllFrcnts,2o1o, alkted
books (set offve), 7-3la" x 8" x 6". lmaSes courtesy olthe artist and s.itworks.





RANDOM HOUSE BOOK OF TWENTIETH CENTURY
FRENCH POETRY I BOB HICOK

S;rce vouvc bccn klnl urouqh to iskwhicl, book

uarslrtcd nrto Dnglish I rvorLld lcavc wheit
ior rvhon.l rould tahe Paul,\ustcr's
Rnnlo Iktn B.ol al lit titi Ctxtltt.r
l'rn.h Poelt.r \lith ne ro nr| rutopsv to be rertLl

by tlrt scJpcL olsomc hewolfor shcwolldoc

x'lnr docjit knorv Picrre Reverdr,,whcn bcmg

dcrd, st;ll drc lvrlc floivcr the (;rlrls

dotrt ilivc l shit tar iarmtive, rlo drcy tould bloorn

into this co,psc stroqn,rardcn rs horv I fclt
rbour Plris, $4ri.h is a ncfupl)or lor holv l teh

rln.nut h,n,\e evc,1lris bciutifi,l. i. rhir
I slcpt besirlc.i grl rvho ivrs dll the dnre

iryilig ro trNnslrtc his hcxd nto loveh, rlnost
.Lrrsivc nrrking ti,nslr;B birds trtppeil in his lunls
ir rf c rir rvhcnever tLe rcsr nrts cxEe inl likc

ho$, do l,ou srr {nrthiig, xll prNisc to the srrnbftrg
brcrtlis, othcnvise ne rre grunt systen,s, who kno$s

PrcAsso's MASK llED PERL

,\i,dra Nlilraux's -/.d 7'i1c ,/i,l,rn ,,,.-published nr EngLisl rs /'nrrrro. ila,l
i" lllDd,wild, losvncrttic. Composcd ltte i,, ]\hlriux\ lllc, lfic, tl,e.l!irh ol
l)i.rs,,, th. book is histrioniL:, ythonarircr j-.i re.xtnuhtioD, oD r.l,rn$er
,,usic scrlc, ol rhc themes NhlreLu crplored i,, the mrltivolurc srudies ol'

NrlLl ttr Lcrl bccn rvorking or sinc. ihc 19.10s.

l'vc l,\'cJ rlris .xrccnnig, spe.ul,rnt iour dc+arce oi i book tilt nrcmoir,

l,1,1 t,r'.,r;{ siir.c I first tuutd it on r rcmrn cr trblc n r C(clwich Vilhgc

1,,,!sr,rr lilc (nr. nielit ln thc 1970s. Back drc[ rou c,n,ld stil 1,tr1 r booh ii] Ncw

),,,1, ( i$ i' tli. wit.hiis InN, ru,n r.hcd. Atrd l',eN,i ,t'l,i is drc $'ork oi x
, ,l ,, ., f , ri, i.rl. r nrcudist. I k,x^! min\. pcoplc ,rrv&l'i\ s dimiss ll.rlnur

Lrrsll,,itrr,., 1,*,Lr, l'hrr lurc rli.ir trlns. I\rt this (Iullisr1vrs, r r
, ^lir,'rr \,.1 ,',r.,r,lr,l,,ll".,,,l,Lri...rr rlLcrrrr lcr*r!['rt ill, si,[isr ivhcn

1,,,. 1,,,,,r11 " l, , \ 1,,,..1, /',,,r*it/,,,1,hi.r,,,llLr'tl,rrs,,ttrll.
,\ I l', ,il, lrilr r,,\,1, .,1'r rrtrL , I , r,.rtLrr Lr ,rir1r.,,] r1* u
r,L r, \l " L,' ,r, l, riir,.,lrl( , rlr (i,,1... llt,tilL',.

rr|'|i|.rL, irrII, ',, lri ri,lr,,ri,,,, t'\\l 'lthl,l)h.,11,r, 1,,,.'(.t)l
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IN THE DARK OF THE HEART I MEENA ALEXANDER

How can you lose a book you love so much, one you are about to bring
to a virtual book swap-just as soon as you touch it once more and open
up the pages a cra€k ard peek rt the lines of the exquisite songs that the
medieval poet Meerabai sang to her beloved Krishnal She was a wanderer
and left house rnd home and in the end only her singing was able to save

her. Her clothes frayed and her long hair blew about her tired body and
her feet were chrpped. I have long been inspired by the songs of Meera
and cannot imagine my life without her. I keep searching for the book, so

I car touch the indigo covers but in a few hours I leave for the airport
for a long journey to Venice, to Marco Polo Airpo*. I will have to keep

Mee.at music in my head. The poems are translated from Braj Bhasha by
Shrma Futehally:"Here she comes squeezitrgbeffies for Him / those which
ooze are chewed, then speved at him." Perhaps when I look down through
the windows of the plane I will see the shadow of that great singer, that
wandering woman, crossing the borders between hnd and sea. Though wc
know of no sea voyages for her, she would have understood, I think, what
Pound meant by'periplum."

soRRow I NoRA EtSENBERC

Il they hadnt left it where it had no busines being, I wouldn't have taken it.
I rm not, by nature or habit, a thiei Arywy, it wasnt so much robbing as

swrpping-for something far more appropriate.

How it happened: I am very tired from a morning ofteaching:nd a long
tnin ride and need nothing but a good nightt sleep for a buq, nert day of
,,,.ctings. Ive ordered and finished a roon ,erice turkey club and a martini
(,,tlrcr habits for another tine), bmshed my teeth, showered, and want onty a
tiw rninutes ofmy nighdy habit, a prerequisite for sleep. Just a few ninutes i
..rtislirctory and then Im otr I cm never sleep vithout reading something

I try to think ofpoems about signs ofspring. Shakespeare's Sonnet 98, Blake's
- 

I i) sprins," Claude McKay's 'Spring in New Hampshire," Dickinson's ,,A. Light
I l irt s in Spring." It'.s poetry I've come to prefer before sleep. WheD I m too tircd
r,, ii,ll,,w litcral mcaning, rhythms and sounds take over,lulling me.I reach in my
l,.rr1 lir thc hook ol-poctry I'vc bq{rn to read. But it's.othere.

Wlrrt will Lhl ( )rr th, Ixnr,nn shclfof thc nitjht trblc,I scc a book and

rr,,f ir wirl,$xrir(xk.. lrirlx. l(irir li,,xs Ilibl(. I try to rcmcmbcr Iincs from
rl,nr llil,l. rl'ir h*l IrrL, it tlrr,rqlr rlr. wrlls ol nry rurhr ur)hrir,.{i!,{. 77,.

&dventurd ur
the

the
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Nicaragua's first minister of culture His manv coLlections hclude Salmos,

published ir EngLish as Psalns ofstruggle ond Libard,io,, which received the

Christopher Book Award in 1972. He was awarded the Pea'e Prize ofihe
Cerman Book Trade in r98o.

Alan Cheuse is ihe author offour novels, three colLections ofshort 6ction, and

the menon Fa OutofHeaver. Hisshortfction has appearcd in fhe New Yo*e\

Plaughsharcs, The Ahtioch Review, Proirie Schooner, New LetteB,The ldaho Review,

and The Southem Reiew. His most recent book is Son g of slaves in the Deterr'

Martha Cooley is the autho t ol The Archbist' which was a Nel, York lil"s N otable

Book ofthe Year She has been pubLished in A P"bli, sp, ce, Vhitzt's Chronicie, and

elsewhere. She lives in Brooklyn ard teaches atthe Bennirgton WrltingSeminars

Stanley Crawford is the author of five novels: Log of rhe SS The Mrs

Uneuentine, Tavet Notes, Cascayne, Petraleum Man, and Sone lnstructions to

My wrr. He has writien for The New York Tmes, the Los Angeles finas' and

Country Livin!. He andhis wife live on a garlic farm in Dixon, New Mexico'

Alice Elliott Dark has written h,vo collections ofshort stoties' Naked to the Waist

and tn rhe Glaanin,, and a novel, Think of EnTland Her work has beer Published

inlhe N,l, Yo*er, Haryer's, and DoubleTake- She rcceived the O' Henry Award in

2ooo for her short story "Watch theAnimals." Sheteaches at Rutgers University'

Ludovic Debeurme was born in r97r' A French cartoonist and illustrator,

he received the Prix Ren6 Coscinry in 2006 for Lrcil1,, which has iust been

p,rblisl-eo in English. He lives rn Paris.

Alain de gotton was born in Switzerland and educated in Englard, where he

now lives. His books inclu deThe Pleasures and Sorrcvs ofwotk' The Architecture

of Happiners, and Haw Ptoust Can change Yo Life. He appears frequentlv

on British televislon and in 2oo8 he founded ar educational establishment

called lhe 5d1001 or L re.

Brian Dettmer is a visual adist- He has had solo shows ln New York, Chicago' San

Francisco, BarceLona, and elsewhere. Hiswork has appeared in such publications

as nne Nep Yotk fimes, Harpels,Wned,The Villoge Void' and Modem PainteR-

Matt Donovan is r poet and a rccipient otr Wlrrlirrf Wrrl'rs'Aw (l Hi\ lll\l
collection, Vrilufl, wxs sclc.lcd tor lh. llirk.l.i Pr1/r rrr l)rn lrv' lli\ po(ir'\

coNTRlBUToRs ,r]

have been published in rhe Kenyon Review, The Geuysburg Revieu,, paetry, and
eisewhere. He teaches at the College ofSanta Fe.

Bruce Ducker is a lawyer and writer whose wo& has appearcd in The yale
Reviey,/, Poetry, Conmonweolth, The Literary Reviev,and orher magazines. He
received the Coiorado Book Awatd fot Leod Us Not tnto penn Sht;an andwas
nominated for rhe Pulitzet ptize fot Marital Assets. His most recent book is
the no\el Dizzying Heights.

Nora Eisenberg is a 6ction writerwhose work has a ppeared in the Los Ahgeles
Tines, The Narion, The Cuardian, and many other pubiicarions. Her iost
tecent novel is \Yhen You Come Home, whi.h was a 6na tist fo r the C ru b Street
National Book Prize in Fiction. Her other novets inctude Jusr the Woy you
Want Me and TheWat at Hone.

Naiat El Hachmiwas born ir [4orocco in r979. She moved ro Spain as a child and
nudied Arab literature at the University ofBarcetona. she pubtished a memoir,Jo
tamb4 sdc catalana, in 2oo4. Het fitsr. rcuet, L thjn pofiarca (Ihe Lasr patriarc;).
appeared in 2oo8, and witt be pubt,shed in the Uniied Srates jaterthis year

Anre Fadiman is a writer and editor. Her book Tre SpniN Catches you and yau
Fal/ Dop, won the National Book Crirics Circte Award. She has written two
books ofessays, Ex Ltbr6: Confessions ofa conmon Reader and At Large and
at Snall: Foniliar Essays. She reaches ar yate Universiry

Marcelo Figueras is an Argertinean writer and screenwrirer. He received the
Best Screenplay award at the Cartagena Film Festival in 2oa3 for Komchatko,
adapted from his own novel, which is atso his first io b; translated into
Erglish. He has published four other novels and wriiten the screerptays for
three other feature 6lns.

Elizabeth Frank was awarded the putitzer prize in 1986 for her biography
Louisa Bogon: A Ponrch Her essays and criticism have been featuredjn ih;
Neu, York fines Book Re"iew, The Nev yotk Tines Magazine, An in Anetica,
and ARIrr!,s. She teaches at Bard College.

,oshua Furst published a book ofstories, Sror, psople, in 2oo3, and a novei,
The Sabotoge Caft, in 2oo7. His work has appearcd in Conjunctions, rhe
Chicaeo Ttihun(, Nt|] Ynk tyrant, Fi"e ChapteR, and many othe;pubti.aiions.
Flo lcicho\,rl ilr l,|rlt l[,,1,t,,t.


