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FPallerson sees the old sperd of the LES in the disinict s lashion indusiry
f today. “[Designers] are making the transibion and overlapping i a lot

theé sama ways | da, he 5ays "But, they da it on a busingéss lavel. | am

il & budinéssperdon. | admare thess paople because | can sae that thay
s making the adjustmeant

Bt in the next breath, Pattersan continues: You know, I1'S possible
1o kil & culture, Money can Kill & culbure There was never another
movement in Kome like the Hennssance. It s possible thal this shil
could be over. Bohemia is dead. Done. Finished. Mo quastion at all
gt ERal

For a cultural mowement to happen, Patterson says, "Allit takes isa
group ol Likg-minded poople and the ab Ly bE comimdncale and Lake
over and maintain space. A lot of what thése movements camea aul ol
1% L hangung oul. The Boeredom and the bullshil: that s the grow i
peried, That's where things happen, He contmues, Bul Uhe thing
that's happened is the decentralization of location wath The compuler

nterconnectan all ower the world

Patigrson remembers his original hame in Western Canada as frontier
couniry. Back when he Ffirst came (o MYC, the LES had a somalar feebing
;_r:-Jfl'.-r.\_,J'l _|"_'!l_|'||:_'.-_'.|.|_lq.'_' ne 5095 !I::.'J.I'. i .'|'||'I|':;

bhack to the Wild West

The LES's sutlaw aspects have become sterile with time. But Patlerson
tries desperataly (o prasecve il, and gooe the district 8 sense of histary
Madanng Jackson Pallick=thase peopleé came 10 the Lower East Sude

to Learn things and gel energies, he says. 10 s almost ke an grchard,

where people come in and take these parts and take them somawhere

elze, That one Little prece of iruil That they have Iram harg, (hdy Lurn
i

nto a whole career. But they ngwer bring it back (o the neghborhosd
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Patlerson’'s books, Capiured: A Film/Video History of the Lower Easi Side
and Resistance- A Radical Political Hestory of the Lower Easl Sedle, are
meant b §ive the Acghbarhood & sense of ils hislory, documaniting tha

LES s esaenlisl role on the k Sugry of avani-garnde culiure

IN RNEW HORK TIMES RRTICLE,
PHOTOJOURNALIST JOHN PENLEY
DESCRIBED PRTTERSONS RRCHIVES
RS THE MOST COMPLETE LIBRARYIN
EXISTENCE DOCUMENTING THE ERST
VILLAGE RND THE LOWER ERST SIDE.

And ro canily the consummale documenlanian BECame [he 'alJ-\"J_I'L |
Two filmmakers, Ben Soloman and Daniel Levin made a documentary
an Patterson under the working title Caplured: A Lower Easl Sude Shary

The filrm weas submiited lor censideration bo the 2007 Tribaca Film Festival

@ b purisls who remain 70 nErrhied ; L ] | s e Tt
The lew | ts whor n in the gentrified and changing landscape
ol the Lower East Side can rest easy. Clayton Patterson has captluréd
the gritty essence of the neighborhood & histary 1o make Sure we will
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